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time to free the Negroes had not yet come, and that
his slaves would be far more unhappy if they were sud-
denly cast masterless upon an unsympathetic world than
if they remained in contented servitude on his estate.

So Jefferson kept his Negroes and continued his
studies. He managed his estate and attended the meet-
ings of the House of Burgesses, and also found time to
live a happy married life. There could not have been
many wasted hours in Jefferson's days, and now the
time was approaching when he was to be called to do
still more important work.

It has already been described how the War of Inde-
pendence began in April, 1775, three years after Jeffer-
son's marriage. On May 10, 1775, the Second Conti-
nental Congress, already mentioned in the chapter on
George Washington, met to discuss the serious state of
affairs. Many great men were present: Franklin in his
seventieth year and famous in two continents; John
Adams who was destined to be the second President of
the United States; George Washington, still unknown
outside his own country; and a tall, large-boned young
man with sandy hair, ruddy complexion and grey eyes,
whose eager, clever talk and frank and earnest manner
charmed all who met him. This last was Thomas
Jefferson. He had been chosen as one of the delegates
to represent Virginia at the Congress, but as yet and for
some months to come, even though shots had been fired,
there was little talk among the colonial representatives
of independence. So long as they could obtain their
just rights, the colonists were ready to remain within
the British Empire, and it was only when King George